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TO   : ALL MEDIA 

DATE   : SUNDAY, 4 JANUARY 2015 

ATTENTION  : NEWS EDITORS/REPORTERS AND PR WIRE 

MEC MCHUNU ALARMED AT THE KILLING OF POLICE OFFICERS 
IN KZN 

KWAZULU-Natal MEC for Transport, Community Safety and Liaison, 
Willies Mchunu, has noted with grave concern the spate of murder of 
police officers by criminals in the province and urges everyone to fight 
this scourge which takes away from defenceless people women and 
men charged with the task of protecting them. 

Mchunu was commenting in the wake of the murder of yet another police 
officer in the province, who was killed yesterday morning (Saturday, 3 
January 2015) in KwaMsane, Mtubatuba. The murder of Constable 
Nokukhanya Sibiya, who was shot while pursuing suspects, brings to 
two the number of police officers killed in the last ten days. 

On the Christmas evening, Constable Simiso Clement Zondi was killed 
in eMatimatolo, Greytown, while investigating a matter related to illegal 
firearms. 

Constable Sibiya was part of the team that was investigating a hit and 
run incident in KwaMsane. When the team discovered a vehicle involved 
in the hit and run - which was stolen from Esikhawini- suspects opened 
fire, killing Makhanya. 

However, police have since arrested two suspects who would soon 
appear in court. 



Today (Sunday, 4 January 2014),Mchunu expressed grave concerns at 
the increase of  police murders, urging communities and their crime 
fighting structures to work closely with the police to ensure that they 
enjoyed necessary support and protection. 

“These (police officers) are our first and last line of defence against 
marauding criminals. When the criminals attack and kill them, they 
are doing defenceless communities a huge injustice and commit 
grave criminality. 

“We have to lock horns with the police and all crime fighting 
structures to put an end to this scourge. Equally, those responsible 
for this heinous deed should face the full might of the law,” said 
Mchunu. 

He was disturbed that these murders occurred while a high profile 
campaign, focused on mobilizing millions of our communities to protect 
police officers and fight against criminality, was still underway. 

“The fact that these heinous and horrendous acts of murder of our 
police officers continues to happen means one and only one thing. 
It means that we have to redouble our efforts to build a united from 
against all forms of criminality. 

“It particular, it says let us all work together to ensure that our 
police officers get the support and backing they deserve from our 
communities. We can only do this by isolating criminals, close 
down the space for them to operate and reclaim our towns and 
valleys from them,” urged Mchunu. 

He also extended his heartfelt condolences to the families, friends and 
colleagues of Sibiya and Zondi. Mchunu also commended the police for 
the swift arrests in connection with Sibiya’s murder. 
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